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Salinan language 


Salinan was the indigenous language of the Salinan people of the 
central coast of California . It has been extinct since the death of the 
last speaker in 1958. 

The language is attested to some extent in colonial sources such as 
Sitjar (1860), but the principal published documentation is Mason 
(1918). The main modern grammatical study, based on Mason's data 
and on the field notes of John Peabody Harrington and William H. 
Jacobsen, is Turner (1987), which also contains a complete 
bibliography of the primary sources and discussion of their 
orthography. 

Two dialects are recognized, Antoniano and Migueleno, associated 
with the missions of San Antonio and San Miguel, respectively. 
Antoniano is "sometimes also termed Sextapay, associated with the 
area of the Franciscan Mission of San Antonio de Padua in 
Monterey County."^^^ There may have been a third, Playano dialect, 
as suggested by mention of such a subdivision of the people, but 
nothing is known of them linguistically. 

Salinan may be a part of the Hokan family. Edward Sapir included it 
in a subfamily of Hokan, along with Chumash and Seri.^^^ This 
hypothetical classification (which has had many skeptics) found its 
way into several encyclopedias and presentations of language 
families before much supporting evidence for this subfamily had 
been presented, but is currently fairly well established.^^^^^^^ 
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Narrative in Salinan recorded in 
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Phonology 

Salinan vocabulary from a 1910 

The charts of consonants and vowels in the Salinan language: recording 
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■ Salinan 


Language codes 
ISO 639-3 sin 

Glottolog salil253 (http://glot 
tolog.org/resource/la 
nguoid/id/salil253)W 


Consonants 



















Bilabial 

Dental 

Alveolar 

Post- 

alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 


voiceless 

P 

t 


t 


k 

? 

Plosive 

ejective 

P' 

t' 


t' 


k' 



voiced 

b 

d 
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Fricative 



s 

J 


X 

h 

Affricate 

voiceless 



ts 

t; 




ejective 



ts' 

tr 




Nasal 

plain 

m 


n 





glottal ized 

’m 


’n 





Lateral 

voiced 



1 





glottal ized 



’1 





Trill 



r 





Approximant 

plain 

w 




j 



glottal ized 

’w 








Voiced plosives /b d g/ likely came as a result of Spanish influence. 


Vowels 



Front 

Back 

Close 

i i: 

u u: 

Close-mid 

e e: 

0 o: 

Open-mid 

£ 

3 

Open 

a a: 


Mid vowels occurred likely due to Spanish influence. 
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